
programs help cut crime by giving young people 
something constructive to do.

As mentioned earlier, some interest groups, 
particularly those with ideological agendas, tend 
to be loyal to one party over the other. Interest 
groups as a whole, however, do not give most of 
their support to candidates of a particular party. 
Rather, they give most of their support to the 
incumbents of either party. One reason for this 
is that incumbents are reelected the vast major-
ity of the time, so betting on their victory is 
pretty safe. It makes more sense, pragmatically 
speaking, to curry favor with someone who pos-
sesses power than with someone who does not. 
Even if the incumbent does not subscribe to an 
interest group’s entire program, the group may 
find it is able to work with the individual on an 
issue or two.

Interest groups also favor incumbents because 
the campaign contributions such groups make are 
based more on rewarding public officials for posi-
tions they already have taken than on trying to 
persuade them to take new positions altogether. 
In other words, if a legislator already has demon-
strated support for gun owners’ rights, the 
National Rifle Association (NRA) will be inclined 
to support him or her. The group does not give 
donations to gun control advocates in the hope of 
changing their minds. The money follows the 
vote, in most cases, rather than the other way 
around. “Someone isn’t going to vote one way or 
the other on gun control based on whether or not 
they received a contribution from the NRA,” says 
John Weingart, associate director of the Eagleton 
Institute of Politics at Rutgers University. “But the 
example we always use here is that if there’s a fight 
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Source: State Integrity Investigation, The Center for Public Integrity (phone 202-466-1300), www.stateintegrity.org/your_state; Candace Hollingsworth 
(202.481.1216). Reproduced by permission of the Center for Public Integrity.
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